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November 11, 2020 
 
 
Dear Itasca 10 Families, 
 
As a district we have strived to offer both In-Person and Remote Instruction for our students.                
Within our schools we have gone to great lengths to adhere to best safety practices with; social                 
distancing, wearing a face covering, washing hands frequently, daily health certification and            
several other measures. These practices have been underwritten with significant financial           
investments such as, additional teachers for class size reduction, outdoor tents and enhanced             
air filtration systems to better support air ventilation. Our staff and many families have adhered               
to health practices both inside and outside of school. Our staff has refrained from attending at                
risk events and large social gatherings. By doing so we have enhanced our ability to continue                
to offer both educational designs. 

 
I am very troubled and concerned that students and parents are reporting some families have               
attended large parties for Halloween, the Election or birthdays. I am also concerned, as is our                
staff some students and parents are not wearing face coverings and protecting social distancing              
after school hours. We are not able to or want to monitor community events off campus. I am                  
not able to quantify if this is many or a few instances and what safety practices are being                  
followed. I will share one party can result in several students subsequently being symptomatic              
and being tested can easily shut down a grade-level or whole school for two or more weeks.                 
Please note that virtually all of our student and staff Covid-19 positive cases appear to have                
come from contact with an infected individual at home. Although some may have been              
unavoidable, let’s make sure we do everything we can to minimize our collective risk as we                
enter the holiday season.  
 
Please review the following safety expectations: 

 
● If you attend parties and large holiday gatherings, stay home and quarantine            

your child for 14 days. It is unsafe for the rest of us if you send your child to                   
school. 

● If your asymptomatic child came in contact with another person who is            
Covid-19 positive, keep them home and quarantined for 14 days. 

● If a family member is being tested as a suspected Covid-19 case, quarantine all              
asymptomatic siblings until you receive the results.  

● If you do travel to at risk states, quarantine your child after you return. 
● Do not host or attend large community parties. Contact tracing typically shows            

they become super spreaders and put other students at risk. 



● If you can’t adhere to best health practices because it is too hard to follow,               
choose Remote Instruction, so the families that are adhering to best practices            
are not placed at risk by your choice.  

● Wash your hands frequently 
● Maintain social distancing 
● Wear a face covering when outside 

 
The school cannot monitor choices outside of school. We won’t be able to continue to offer                
in-person instruction unless everyone and I mean everyone practices a high level of caution and               
care. It is not fair to the majority of families and our teachers that have followed best practices if                   
a few are careless. Other districts have only offered Remote because they knew they could not                
trust one another to assure everyone would do their part. I will not accept that is the case in                   
Itasca. I will continue to ask that we all do our part to assure everyone follows best safety                  
practices. I understand this is hard and social isolation from family and friends is debilitating. It                
is for that very reason, our students' sake I am urging everyone to commit to do everything they                  
can to assure we follow safety practices. By doing this we are able to offer In-Person instruction                 
for our students and keep them socially connected. For those who may have been inconsistent,               
please be diligent for our students and teachers. To those of you who have done the difficult                 
and followed best practice routinely, Thank You!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Craig Benes, Superintendent  


